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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
CANADA

NATURAL RESOURCES INTELLIGENCE SERVICE

Aomiral Nr (.. ke rs.

Pyt

OTTAWA

Fed (g2.5-

Dear 3ir,
To you and the four other surviving officers

of the Wares' Arctic Expedition I am sending herewith a memorandum

relating to a small leather case, mounted with H. I, Queen Victoria's

monogram in gold, vhich was picked up by a member of the party sent

by the Canadian government in the C.G.S. "Arctic™ to Smith Sound
and beyond in 1924, The memorandum may interest you and, if not

giving you trouble, I shall be glad if you would criticise the

statements in it and suggest any other solution of our little problem,

Yours very truly,

. r.P
i

F.C QO.H.QH_.ﬂ.mwn
Dirsctor.

Memorandum -~ ro a msall leather case naving the monoswwi Vei.le
in gold picked up by ure Livingstoms, of tle Iorth
viest Territoriss Branch of the Lepartmant of the
Interior, Otiaws, Cenacn, on Fim islond In dmith
Jound while on the expedition sont out in C.G.3.
"arctic” in 19:4,

Jgtatement - This relic is 4 spectacle case dropped by one of the
22 officers serving in the "ileri" und "Discovery"
on the Hures Avctic exploration expedition sent by
Her Jajesty's jovermment in 1675 in an effort to reuwch
the North Fole. It wos a gift from Her igjesty ueen
Victoria when the ships left Portsmouth dookysrd on
sy B9, 1075, and was lost betwean the dates July 30
and Aupgust 4, 1675,

She article belomgoed to one of the Ifpllowing ofiicerss

alert giscovery

Capt. Geoorge 5. Narcs, Uaple Hemry ie Dtephenson,
Cormander Albert H, Markham, dene Lieut, Lewie inthony Beaumont,
Capt. Haie Pilslden, Faturaliet, Lisut, Robert H. Archer,

ene lLieut, Pelham Aldrich, lLieut, Wyatt HRuwson,

Lieut 44 As Ue Parr, Lisut, Heginald B. Fulford,

Lieut. George iugustus Giffard, Staff Jurgeon Belprave Rinnis, M,Deg
Lieut, Willlam lienry Iy, Jurgeon Richard V. Coppinger, 2i,les
#leet Surgeon Thomnams Colan, l.D., Charles £, Hodgson, Choplain,

Tev, Vs He Mallen, Chichoster Hart, B.i., Laturalist,
Jub-lieut. Ceorpge Lellerc Sgerton, Jub=ligute Ce Je Jle Uonyheare,

Jares Wooltew, muineer, snlel Cartwsll, Inginger.

Of the zbeve officers, eignt were surviving in 191, (Lieut. iyait
Jawson fell mortelly wounded at Uel-el-kebir, while sorving as .,0.C.
to 3ir Caruet Volseley . Since 1921 Admiral Beswmont, if,0.B., Inspector-
General Ninnis cnd James Wootten, LBC.y CeBe, 0xve died. The namss and
adiresses of tie five still living in 1924 are as follows:

admiral Pelham aldrich, U.V,.0e,
The Uroft, Great Bealings, Suifoli,

admirel (oo, Aungustus Giffard, C.ll.Ges
Highrield, Bishop's Valtham, Hunts,

Adrsiral Sir William Henry &y, KeCeBes ZeCaVeOey |
Bughtrigg, berwickahire,

Admirsl 3ir George le Clerc agerton, JLU.B.s
The lsnor iouse, Iingwood, linnuts,

hear Adn, Crawford larkland Conybosre, li.ley
imited Jervice (lub, London, ..,
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Authorities - "“0fficlal Heport of the Hecent Arotic Zploration,”

oy Oapt. Dares, l.di., lLoudon, 1076,

"Voyage to the FPolaxr Sea,"
by Capt. e e Nares, £ volo. 1878, (Uampson Low)

"fhe (reat Prosen Jon,"
by Rear Adm. Ae. Hastings larkham, .M. 1894, (Kegan jaul)

"The Lands of 3ilence,"
by Sir Clements Markham, Jambridge, 19:l.

"Hew land - Féur Years in the Arctic hkegious," £ vols. 1904.

"iow 1 Pound Livingstone,"
by He M, 3tanloy, (Sampson Low),

lap of Bxploration in Northern Cauasds,
Jamws White,

"Who's WVho?'~ 194 adition.

Evidence_for Lhe statement

{1} "1

; . indicuted Ly size wud uhap@.
Hsd it been a pouch attached to a bhelt, tie belt wuld have been
picked up also$ there are no signs of loops or fustenlngsg
a spectacle case is always droppedy the velvet or silk luterior
lining encvlosing tho glasses has naturally vanished in 850 years
sxposure, The leatier pisce, on which the monogrem V...I. is
vory securcly fastened by rivets, is the flap of the case, On
page 246 of "The Great Frozem Ses,” liarkham says "ithe neén take
Kindly to their amow goggles and never attempt to teke them off
whilst on the march,"

The "slert” and the “Uisgovery" were the only two ships wnder
British naval officers which are recorded as lunding parties on
Pim ieland; of which Cape Sabine is the eastern point, or on the
three islets, Jtallnecht, Payer and Brevoort adjoining, in the
reign of H, ). (ueen Victoria. Though i,k .5. 'Valorous' {(an
old paddle~wheel sloop) accompunied the expedition from fortamduth,
sheé was instructed not to proceed beyond Lisco islmud and retwrned
nome on July 16, 1876, (Markham's "Great Frozen Sea," p. 58).
The "randora” wnder Sir Allen Young, was exploring in this region
in 1875 and in 1876 wus eont to search for Nares. Though it was
intendod to leave a packet of letters (duplicates of those left
at Cape Isabells) at Cape 3nbine, imrkham (p. 383) states thot
the "randora’ had been "wnsuccessful in her efforts to rewch

Gape 3abine,” The cruise of Capt, Inglefield, who gnve the name
to Zllesmnore lslund, in the 'Isabel’ dwring the suwner of 18562

is put out of court by the facts that (1) the wulse was Wmoifi-
cdal aud that (2) en the vap of Sxith's Sound printed in Meves
"Voyage to the Polar Sea," Inglefield's furtiest north" is marked
at a spot about 12’ 5, of Caps Sabine and thut (2] Sir C. Markhas
in "The Lands of Silence" (p. 298) states thet "Capt. Inglefield's
oxtreme uorthern point was 76° 28 Z1v X,

PulaGeley Hopte of the Intorior, Ottawn, 1904,

Au_ "

“he expecition of Qtto fverdrap in the “Fram" (1902-4)

is aldo put out of court because his list of officers and nem
shows thot the vhole ship's compony were Norwegians., He did,
&oﬁldwn. land at least three times on Pim island, and suys

"1 olimbed to the nighest point of Pim, whemco 1 had & splendid
view both porth and sowth” und he also anchored "just north of
Cape Sabine betwean Cocked iat island and Pim island" and mude
an exoursion along the shore of Pim island to look for Greely's
camping ground at Camp Clay but fuiled to find it." Le gzlso
visited Pim islaxd in Jume, 1899, for a "look out" and in the
sugust of that ysar deposited supplies at the northermmost
point of Pim, (see "Hew land" pp. 26, 30, 168, 194),

lu this book there ie s plan showing the relatiom of Pin
to the & islets and Uape Sabine,

itteched to this memorandum is a map showing the various
places nanod in it, and the gpot at which the relic was pickad
up by Or. Livingstone,.

_Eﬁn rﬂnﬂ 4»28&’ u!wa unnr i.nn- u.- g 5 an engraving

of & wmuff-box set with diamonds presemted to the aiplorer 3tanlay
in Aug. 1872, (pe 719, "How I Pound Livingstope”), In the centre
is the Reoyal Monogram V.R, (swmounted by m orownm) similar to

the monogram V,R,I, in question,

In the "Great Frozen Jea" (p. 6) larkham says "We received
zany ueeful and valuable gifts" and "Her lajesty and the maumbers
of the Royal Femily testified in a substantisl mauner the deep
interest they took in the enterprise."

ohe ships cast off from Portamouth jetty ot 4 peus on iny 20,
The last officisl visit was from the Lords Coumissioners of the
Admiralty in the forencon of thet day (Markham p. 93.

The orly difficulty that arises in conmection with tihds
relic as being a gift to one of the officers serving in the Nares
oxpedition of 1875-6 is that l. li. wusen Vietoria was not offi-
odally proclaimed Dmperatrix wmtil the Royal Titles Act was passed
in 1876, i.e. the yeor of Hares' retwm. The following is &
suggestion to meet thds difficulty:

Disrasli come into office in 1574 with a very large
majority in the House of Oomaoms, and for the next two yeurs was
vwhot Te Fe O'Connor styles *Dictator.' He. Ils Queen Victoria. is
known to have been very ruch in gympethy with Disrseli's imperial-
ist policy, and it is at least probuble that even before the
Royal Titles Act became law, he had the usual monogram V, He
changed to V.i.le If this were so, it i1a an interesting side-
light and quite in keeping with Lisrsell’s well kKuown methods.

vhe only other solution of the diffleulty wouwlid be that
some British officer, who later tham 1876 received this momanto
fraom the queen, gave it away t0 ons of the Horweglan officers on

£ 1
%ﬂn -mnh Hwﬁcdwoﬁ«_b%%wmﬂanppw%h of the auerican expeditions that
Bach of these latter suppositioms is squally improbable,



(4]

-l -
" ¢ date £ 876, "

“iarly in the morming of the J0th July,” says larea "having
run our distance for Cape debine 1 stopped stenming snd at
5 Belie eseasee] Obgerved the :.C.wsoga: near the 1and seseee
A8 I Jid not wish the ships to separate 1 bored through the
Packs..sesuntil wo gauined the land in coupsny with the
“idscovery” and secured the ships In & comvanient hariour,
named after Lieut., ayer, tie successful snu energetic
traveller, two iles to the southward of Cepe Subiue."

"4 depot of 240 rations wus esteblished on the southernzost
of the lslets in a comvenient position for travelling
parties, a cairn being Wilt on the sumait of the highest
and outer one, and a notice of cur movemwaits deposited tlere."
"Uhe ships were dotained et Fayor larbour for tixce deys
wateling for any opening in ths seay” this yesting place
proved to an excellent station well protected against the
mtrence of heavy floes, ess 8 1 "
“larly in the morning of sug, 4 the rein pack moved 0ff...
Badl wes irmedlately made."

(ofricial Report peges & & 10).
m the return journey the ships did not stop at Cape Sabine.
"1 ran past our station nesr Cupe Jabine without visiting #t.”
(pe 92 0Officin) Heport), amd Capt, larkham also says "at & Dl
(5ept. 9, 1876) we passed Cape labine and distinguished owr
cairn at the top of Breveort islsnd apparantly wntouched."
(pe 356 (reat Frozen Hea.)

The spot at which the relic was found could be eapgily reached
by land, along the east ond north shores of kim island, vhich
are mostly low or flat, Hod the excursion party continued
west and gsouth from this point it would have discovered that
Cape Sabine was on an island and not on the mainland, as shown
in the map published by lares, The spot in guestion would be
the limit of a land excursion, for, owing to the precipitous
nature of the western shore of the lsland, retwn would be made
by the same® route as when coming,



