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HM.S. “ALERT” (AT EGEDESMINDE).
30th September, 1876.

SIR,

In compliance with your letter of the 4th of May, I left the ship with the dog- Black Face
sledge “ Clements Markham,” provisioned for 10 days, accompanied by James Self, A.B., (King),
Frederick, Eskimo, and the eight dogs mentioned in the margin; the following are the gzlgg‘&g‘;u)r
results of my journey : — Ginger,

Bruin,
Meay 4th to 5th. Topsy,
Bos,

Left the ship at 10.10 PM. on the evening of the 4th, and after getting over the o

difficulties of rounding Cape Rawson and Black Cape, struck off towards Crossing Harbour
‘at Black Cape, where the road through the shore hummocks had previously been made ;
lunched at 1.10 A.M. ; after getting through the first 14 miles of hummocks and small
floes, the sledge tracks were rather confusing, as the sledges do not appear to have
followed the same track, but we found a very good road and went along at a very fair
pace. Finishing our lgunch by 2.30 A.m., another hour’s travelling brought us on to a
large floe, on which we travelled for 24 hours; thisfloe cannot be less than 7 miles across ; Midnight,
after getting over another 1} miles of hummocks and small floes, I was looking out for a Bar. 22:90.
suitable place to encamp, when I saw H.M. Sledge “ Alert’s” crew encamped another EETP‘O—I}O :
mile on, 80 we went on to them and pitched tent, arriving at 7.40 A.M. g
We found the Alert’s all awake, having only just finished their supper. Mr. Egerton,
to whom I gave your orders, turned out of his bag and came to the top of a hummock
where I had fixed the theodolite, and kindly sketched the surrounding land, which was
very cold work, as there was a southerly wind, force 4 to 5, and the temperature —10°.
I obtained sights for longitude and a round of angles to all the principal headlands and
hills ; the land to the north-eastward was slightly miraged, but the rest of the land was
very distinctly seen. 'We were called back to the tent by the cook, who had supper
ready, but 1 was surprised to find that the Alert’s cook was doing our cooking.
Mr. Egerton joined me in my tent, and then I found why the Alert’s cook had been so
kind as to &o our dirty work, for having given us our tea and pemmican, he helped
Mr. Egerton and himself, who made a very good meal, although they had not finished
their own more than an hour.
‘We were all bagged and ready for sleep at 10.30 A, but I stayed awake to get a g , 4

meridian altitude. Bar, 29-90.
Bruin had so many fits to-day, that I let him go, as I thought he would probably Teml’-rg%f-
return to the ship. E‘Z'_"th’
May 5th.
Meridian Altitude. Index Error. -
48° 6’ 50" On, 83 30”.
Off, 28 30.
Lon%itude.
West, 8% 27" 477,
Altitude.
42° 10" 307,
THEODOLITE.

Cape Brevoort, zero. Sun left of zero.
Time, 9h. 19m. 10s.
Altitude, 22° 12"

Azimuth, 317° 30". See sketch.
Distance travelled, 20 miles.
Hours travelling, 81.

Hours lunch, 14.

May 5th to 6th.

Roused the cook at 8 .y, but as the lamp went out and the cook did not know it, South

we were a long time before we got our breakfast. Before starting obtained a true bearing %2:’;9 ”
- ar. "Bl
(3243) . Temp. —10°.












