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HM.S. “ALERT” (AT SEA),
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9th October, 1876,

SIR,
In compliance with your memorandum of June 18th, I have the honour to inform Black Face

you that I lefs the ship with the dog-sledge “Clements Markham,” Jas. Self, A.B., gf;n(zgﬁ )
Wm, Malley, A.B., George Thornback, A.B., and the six dogs mentioned in the margin, Ginger. -

onthe evening of that day, provisioned with twelve days’ groceries, 8 lbs. of pemmican, to Bos.
meet Lieutenant Aldrich and party, taking medical comforts for their use in case they Topsy-
wanted them. The following are the results from my journal — Siaryer.

June 18th to 19th.

Left the ship at 10.30 p.aw ; arrived at the tent, Mushroom Point, at 12.30 A,
and took from there all the medical comforts (with”the exception of one tin of arrowroot
and one of milk), and one gallon of spirits. Arrived at Harley Spit at 2.30 A.M., and %”"“;}'1 "
lunched ; arrived and camped at Cane’s Folly at 8.20 am. The travelling as far as mf;y" “%
Mushroom Point was very good; crossing Ravine Bay the snow was softer, and amongst Barometer 30-18.
the hummocks it was heavy ; from Harley Spit to boats the travelling again was very good; Temp.+28°.
crossing Black CLff Bay it was very heavy, as every 20 or 30 yards we came across soft
snow, the sledge sinking deep into it, and the dogs useless, being up to their bellies and
hardly able to get along themselves, so we had to drag the sledge across these places
ourselves,
Shot a goose close to the boats, which we had for supper.
Took from tent at Cane’s Folly three tins of preserved meat for dogs, and filled our
spirit cans up, as we found the 8-man lamp (which I had taken to gain time) used with
the 5-man cooking apparatus very extravagant, burning 6 to 7 pints of spirits in lieu of
9 to 3 pints. ‘
Ginger has been very sick from eating the skins of birds, and consequently has not
been much good. : :
Distance travelled, 22 miles,
Hours travelling, 9.
Lunch, 1.

June 19¢h to 20th.

Roused the cook at 5 P ; I started off to Depét Point at 6.45, but could not North, 23, o.m.
make out any alteration in the depdt at View Point, nor could I see anything of Temp- +30%
Lieutenant Aldrich’s camp on the floe.

Returning to Cane’s Folly, started with sledge at 9 Py ; lunched at midnight ;
started againat 1 A.M. ; passed Porter’s grave and picked up 56 Ibs. of pemmican close to
one of Commander Markham’s old encampments ; arrived at the depét, View Point, at
5.30 A.x. Whilst I looked through the papers at depdt, I sent Malley up the hill, and
he saw H.M. sledge “ Challenger ” amengst the hummocks, just off the mouth of Snow
Valley, so fired gun to attract attention. I walked along the icefoot and met Aldrich,
and was very glad -to hear that although his party were all attacked by scurvy, none as
yet had bad symptoms; he walked back with me to my tent, and we had supper together,
sending Malley to his camp with some medical comforts and to tell them all the news.

The travelling has been good; amongst the hummocks there was a good deal of
sludge, and the snow was soft in places, ) )

We destroyed the depdt as soon as we saw Aldrich’s party; rather late in bagging,
as we had lots to talk about.

The dogs were a good deal done up; last night Topsy gave Starver a very nasty
bite in the stomach, making a large hole there, consequently both she and Ginger (who
has been sick constantly since leaving the ship) had fits, and during the latter part of the
journey we have been obliged to carry Ginger on the sledge. Topsy is also lame from a
bite which Sal gave her. So to-night instead of making them all fast together, I had
them fastened up in couples.

Distance travelled, 18 miles,
Hours travelling, 94.
,, lunch, 1,
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