-

CARCTIC EXPEDITION,
1875-6.

LIEUTENANT W. H. MAY.

SLEDGE JOURNAL,

24¢h to 30th April

@ 1|7~H & § 3247)



LIEUTENANT WILLIAM MAY'S REPORT OF SLEDGE JOURNEY TO
) ; LINCOLN BAY.

H.MS. “ALERT.”

In compliance with your letter of the 24th of April, T left the ship with the dog- . 2
sledge “ Clements Markham,” Frederick (Eskimo), and the seven dogs named in the goo- toe(&ing),
margin, and was accompanied by Captain Feilden, R.A., Naturalist, and Mr. Wootton, Ginger, Bos,
Engineer. The following are the results of my journey. : Soresides, Flo,
Left the ship at 11.45 p.M., on the 24th Aprl; we had to haul the sledge round Topsy.
Cape Rawson, after which we had good travelling up to the Black Cape, where we had .
to man-handle the sledge again; we found hauling the sledge up to the top of the Barometer 29-04.
hummocks was just as much as the four of us could manage. Stopped for lunch after Temp. +3°.
getting over the hummocks, and started after lunch at 3.45 A on the 25th; had
very good travelling to the ravine just to the northward of Cape Union, where we
;:amlped at 8 A, making a short journey, as none of us had had any heavy exercise
ately. ;
}{jp to this place I saw no ravines of any importance ; the one by Cape Union,
although having a very large discharge, appears to be‘fed by three steep water-courses.
The coast travelled along is a series of headlands divided by ravines, which are full of
raised beaches ; hummocks being squeezed up all along the coast, but none so bad as
those off Cape Rawson.
Asg Fregerick has not much idea of cooking, the officers are taking it in turns, it

Sir,

being mine to-day ; before finally getting into my bag I obtained a meridian altitude. N.E, 1, be.
Hours travelling, 63. ; _ g:;s;lfiz; 30.

» lunch 14,
Distance travelled, 14 miles.

Meridian Altitude.
“42° 00 00”.
Index Error.
On, 35" 30”.
Off, 29’ 40”,

April 25th.

A beautiful evening ; so went out with Mr. Wootton, and got a round of angles Calm b.c.
with theodolite ; on our return at 7 .., lighted up and had breakfast ; starting at Barometer 30.
10 p.x; stopped for lunch at 1.30 A k

The travelling up to this has been very heavy, on account of the steepness of the 2 ax.
cliffs along the shore, which have hard snow on their slopes, and in places no hummocks gﬁﬁéﬁ; ?Pd?io
to prevent your falling from 10 to 20 feet on to the ice, which is composed of veryrough Temp —go.”
hummocks, and consequently worse to travel on than along the land. At one of these
places, after making a gutter for one runner to fit in, and with the four of us assisting 3 ax.
the dogs, we could not get along without the risk of the sledge falling on to the floe Temp.—10%

a height of about 15 feet, so unloaded and carried the gear over.

Starting after lunch, at 3 A, we passed Arthur's Seat after half an hour, and 8 i
then eased the sledge down a steep slope on to the ice ; travelling on it for another two Calm, be.
miles, we struck on to the icefoot, and from there had very fair travelling close up tc %:;:mefg 8010,
the depét in Lincoln Bay, where we camped at 8 A.M. B 0%

The hummocks are pressed up on the shore to within one mile of the depét,
varying in height from 10 to 25 feet. '

The land travelled along is nearly all precipitious, with steep talus; the line of South, 23, b.c.
coast has many points, gradually altering to the westward of south after passing Cape Temp. —17.
Union. . :

The only ravine which we passed that seemed likely to lead to the northward, is
one about three miles north of the depdt. - '

Captain Feilden, R.A., was our cook to-day, and by the time we were in our bags
were very glad to get our supper.

Hours travelling, 83.
,,  lunch, 14
Distance travelled, 12 miles.

Temp.—7
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